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WHY ARE WE HERE? 







 



 

SHIFTING BASELINES 

òNot perceiving what has changedó Randy Olson 



OCEAN LANDSCAPES 

  



OLD-GROWTH NATIONAL FORESTS  

  



SHIFTING BASELINES 

 Culture 

Childrearing 
practices 

Individual psycho-
social 

neurobiology 

Adult being and 
morality  



EVERY COMPLEX ANIMAL HAS A 

DEVELOPMENTAL NICHE FOR ITS OFFSPRING 

¤the set of ecological and social circumstances 

typically inherited by members of a given 

species (West and King,1987) 

 

 





Evolved expected 
support provided 

Species-Typical 
Developmental 

System 

Smart, 
effective 
creature 

Species-Typical 
Outcome 



Evolved expected 
support NOT provided 

Species-Atypical 
Developmental 

System 

Outside 
normal range 
of intelligence 
& effectiveness 

Species Atypical 
Outcome 

Outside 

normal range 

of intelligence 

& 

effectiveness 
 



BASELINE FOR MAMMALIAN 

DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS 

ü Developmental Niche  

¤Emerged long before the Pleistocene  

¤Catarrhine mammals emerged more 

than 30 million years ago 

 
ü Human form distinctive 
ü Human genus emerged 

from ancestral great apes  

ü Cultural practices stable 

for 99% of human genus 

history  



EVOLVED DEVELOPMENTAL NICHE  

THE HUMAN NEST 

×POSITIVE TOUCH : Held or kept near others constantly 

×RESPONSIVITY : Experience prompt responses to their cues  

×BREASTFEEDING : Frequently (2-3 times/hr initially) for 2-5 yrs 

×FREE PLAY  IN NATURE : Multiage play groups 

×POSITIVE SOCIAL SUPPORT : Dense social embeddness 

×MULTIPLE ALLOPARENTS : Frequently cared for by individuals 

other than mothers (esp. fathers and grandmothers) 

×Plus SOOTHING PERINATAL EXPERIENCE 

     Hewlett  & Lamb, 2005; Konner, 2005,2010 



GETTING TO CHILD FLOURISHING 

¤Our evolutionary lineage 

¤Inheritances 

¤Capacities and propensities 

¤Developmental niche 

¤What has changed in caregiving 

¤How child development is influenced by caregiving 

¤Consider what might be changed to improve child 

outcomes 

 



INTEGRATE THE KNOWLEDGE BASE 

An issue at the interface of multiple disciplines 



NOTRE DAME SYMPOSIA ON EARLY 

DEVELOPMENT  

¤Interdisciplinary 

¤Integrative 

¤Anthropology 

¤Clinical studies 

¤Developmental 

Psychology 

¤Education 

¤Neurobiology 

¤Psychiatry 



2010 SYMPOSIUM: HUMAN NATURE AND 

EARLY EXPERIENCE:  ADDRESSING THE 

òENVIRONMENT OF EVOLUTIONARY 

ADAPTEDNESSó 


